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$=Please Stand If you Are Able
All Prayers and Service Music are Found in the Folders in the Music Racks

Centering & Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Introit

Greeting and Responsive Call to Worship

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
P And also with you.

L Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give him thanks and praise

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning.

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it

Let us worship God

Invocation and Lord’s Prayer
¢ Hymn NCH 281 Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove

Prayer of Confession
God of our choosing, God who chose us
Be among us as we gather today.

God whom we love, god who loves us
Be among us as we gather today

God who stirs our minds
God who opens our hearts
Be among us as we gather today

God who moves among us
God whom we move among
Be among us as we gather today



ASSURANCE OF PARDON
My Brothers and my Sisters Children of God
Know that because we hear each other’s cries
God hears our cries.
Know that because God hears our cries
We hear each other’s cries
In the crying, in the hearing, healing lies
Your cries are heard your sins are forgiven, be at peace.

Passing of the Peace
John 1:1
John 3: 1

¢ Gloria Patri
John 3:22
Choral Anthem NCH 46 Hope of the World
¢ Gospel John 4:1
¢ Hymn NCH175 O Christ the Healer We Have Come

Sermon

Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Prayer
Choral Response: Hear Our Prayer O Lord.

Offering
¢ Doxology & Prayer of Dedication
¢ Hymn NCH 177 God of Change and Glory
¢ Benediction
¢ Choral Benediction
Postlude

(Please remain seated for a period of quiet meditation and
appreciation for the music our worship team provides.)

Whoever you are, Wherever you are on life’s journey,

You are welcome here.

Our Faith is 2000 Years Old; Our Thinking is Not.



First Reading
John 1:1

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was with God in the beginning. * Through him all things were made; without
him nothing was made that has been made. *In him was life, and that life was the

light of all mankind. ® The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcomel? it.

®There was a man sent from God whose name was John. “He came as a witness to
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. ®* He himself was not
the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

?The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. ** He was in the
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize
him. "He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. > Yet to all
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God— ® children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God.

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

5 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about
when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before
me.””) **Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already
given.  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. ®®No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God
and® is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.

Second Reading
John 3:1

3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish
ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if
God were not with him.”

3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are
born again.2”

*“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”

5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless
they are born of water and the Spirit. ®Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit®®! gives
birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, “You! must be born
again.” ®The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell
where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”!

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.



0“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these

things? " Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we
have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. I have spoken to you of
earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly
things? * No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the
Son of Man.ll #Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man
must be lifted up,!! ** that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”!s

**For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. ¥ For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. ®* Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned
already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. * This is
the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light
because their deeds were evil. ?* Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not
come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. ? But whoever lives by the
truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has
been done in the sight of God.

Third Reading
John 3:22

22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he
spent some time with them, and baptized. 2 Now John also was baptizing at Aenon
near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and people were coming and being
baptized. 2 (This was before John was put in prison.) % An argument developed
between some of John's disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial
washing. * They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on
the other side of the Jordan—the one you testified about—look, he is baptizing, and
everyone is going to him.”

?’To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from

heaven. #You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead
of him.” # The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom
waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That
joy is mine, and it is now complete. ** He must become greater; I must become less.

Gospel Reading
John 4:1

4 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing
more disciples than John— 2although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his
disciples. 3So he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.

*Now he had to go through Samaria. *So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar,
near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. ¢Jacob’s well was there, and
Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.

?When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a
drink?” # (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)



*The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How
can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.!?)

0Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a
drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”

1“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where
can you get this living water? > Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the
well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”

3Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, **but whoever
drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become
in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

5The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to
keep coming here to draw water.”

*He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
7T have no husband,” she replied.

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. *® The fact is, you
have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you
have just said is quite true.”

¥ “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 2 Our ancestors worshiped
on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in
Jerusalem.”

21“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. ? You Samaritans worship what you
do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. » Yet a time
is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the
Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. *God is

spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”

»The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes,
he will explain everything to us.”

% Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.
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